
North Elmham King’s Head Bowls Club 
 

In the early 1900’s almost every village public house, coaching house or hotel had a 

bowling green.  Today many of these have been lost as the public houses close or are 

redeveloped. 

 

The King’s Head Bowls Club play on the bowling green behind the hotel, and have 

done so for over 115 years.  Back in the last 1890’s, the green was situated where the 

garden is now, and only had 3 rinks.  There are press cuttings dating back to 1902 in 

the village archives of a Coronation presentation of “several woods by Mr L W Boyle 

to various Bowls Clubs of the Parish that aroused a general feeling of esprit de corps”    

 

In 1949, the brewery, Steward & Patterson, agreed to have a new green laid on its 

present site next to the rear car park.  This was laid with top quality Cumberland Turf 

at no cost to the Club, with the proviso that the Club kept it in good condition.  The 

Club purchased a new mower for the purpose. 

 

The current green was first used on 3rd May 1950 

 

Today we are a small but well known club with currently 26 members.  The club 

plays in 3 leagues throughout the summer season (May to early September) 

 Mid Norfolk Invitation League  Evenings 

 Elmham & District League   Evenings 

 Age Concern League    Afternoons 

 Dereham & District League   Evenings 

 

Generally we play 2 or sometimes 3 games a week, choosing a team from available 

members. So everyone gets at least one game a week.    Our aim is to have a good 

time, enjoy the game, and of course we always play to win.  We play against a dozen 

different teams within an area that covers Fakenham, Whinburgh, Lenwade and 

Whissonsett.  Scoring a win against one of these worthy opponents is always 

enjoyable. 

 

Several members have started playing in the mornings or afternoons in friendly “roll-

ups”  We hope this could develop into a “mid-week inter-club league” 

 

After home league matches the King’s Head lay on “Sandwiches and Chips” and we 

can all have a chat around the bar with a pint or a glass of wine.  

 

If you ever thought about playing the game or would just like to “give it a try”, please 

contact me or any other member who will be only too pleased to help you.  Or, just 

come and watch any of our home games which start at 7.00pm   

 

 

 

Martin Phillips (Capt) 01362 668409  Peter Bell (V Capt) 01362 820404 

Bob Woodhouse (Coach) 01362 668525 Bryan Tidnam 01362 668712 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


